[Treatment of ischemic cardiopathy in the elderly: risk and benefits].
Epidemiological data have shown a "demographic revolution" in our society which induced a progressive increase in the elderly population, and coronary heart disease occurs more frequently in this group of subjects. Moreover, the presence of other pathologies entails specific diagnostic and therapeutic aspects in the elderly. In acute coronary syndromes percutaneous coronary angioplasty and thrombolytic agents are ever more employed despite the higher morbidity and mortality rates in the elderly. Chronic ischemic heart disease therapy, even if not different from that in younger patients, requires careful evaluation of the risk/benefit ratio.